
EU Local Councillors 

Visit to Brussels from Latvian 
members

26/11/2024

EU 
Local Councillorshttps://building-europe-with-local-councillors.europa.eu/index_sk



Edit

EU 
Local Councillors

EU Local Councillors network

The first structured alliance between the EU 
and the local governance in the Member 

states 



"We will also work with local councillors

on citizen engagement to get a better 

understanding of how Europe impacts 

everyday life. Together with the Committee of the 

Regions, we should strengthen this network over 

the next five years."
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Our objectives 

Working together to:

• Reinforce and extend the alliance between the local and the EU level of governance

• Provide tailored services and products about the EU to help EU Local Councillors communicate the EU at local level

• Encourage EU Local Councillors to take part in communication activities, fostering debate on EU matters in their 

local communities, etc 

• Facilitate networking, knowledge & experiences sharing between all EU Local Councillors

• Listen & collect feedback, ideas, proposals from the EU Local Councillors

The EU Local Councillors network
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Privileged access to:

• Information services and products ( i.e. e-newsletters, Info flash)

• Timely materials on EU topics - from your answers to dedicated survey

• Point of contact/assistance in your language

• Webinars and specific trainings on EU topics, social media, disinformation, etc. 

• Study visits to Brussels, the EU institutions

• A network of EU networks throughout the EU
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EU communication materials on your topics of 
interest- in all EU languages

Borders & migration

Culture & tourism

Digital

Economy

Education and training

Employment and social affairs

Emergency response

Environment, climate

Energy

Maritime affairs and fisheries

EU funds and regional policies

Justice and fundamental rights

Democracy and public participation

Transport

Research and innovation

Public health

EU neighborhood & external policy
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Webinars on EU topics
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Cooperation opportunities with EDs in the regions

https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en

EUROPE DIRECT 

centres play a 

crucial role in 

bringing the 

European Union 

closer to people on 

the ground and 

facilitating their 

participation in 

debates on the 

future of the EU.

EUROPE DIRECT 

centres are a key 

partner for EU local 

councillors, prepared 

to cooperate 

with members, provi

de information on EU 

policies and 

programmes.

EUROPE 
DIRECT 

CENTRES

https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
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State of the network:
the case of Latvia

EU
Local Councillors
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State of play – BELC Members in the EU

N=1159
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BELC members per country
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Latvia – Summary of members

16

17

17

Total number of
municipalities

Total number of partners

Total number of
applications

17

2

Inactive members

Registered members

Futurium participation

1

2

23

Visits to Brussels

Welcome webinars

EU Topics webinars

Events and webinars

Female
44%

Male
56%

9

6

1

1

10,000 - 100,000
inhabitants

Below 10,000 inhabitants

100,000 - 1M inhabitants

Over 1M inhabitants
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Latvia – Best practices

18

10

1

Number of activities

Number of
partaking/organising members

Number of best practices on
website

Members' activities

12

2

2

General public

Youth

Media

Audience

12

6

Announcement / Press Release

Physical / Hybrid Event

Social Media Activity

Online Communication /…

Initiative / Project

Online Event

Media Awareness

Type

13

3

1

1

0

0

0

0

BELC

SOTEU 23

EE24

Europe Day 24

EU Topics & Policies

Europe Day 23

European Week of Regions and Cities 23

European Week of Regions and Cities 24

Theme
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Latvia – Best practices



From your needs to privileged 
access to EC communication services 
and products

EU
Local Councillors
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State of play – Members' EU topics of interest

13

11

9

7

6

EU funds and regional policies

Culture & tourism

Education and training

Economy

Agriculture & rural development
+ Environment, climate

Top 5 Topics of Concern

8

6

6

6

5

5

5

Opportunities linked to tourism, incl. eco-tourism

Local development, incl. smart cities

Support for local SMEs

Access to (quality) education, incl. education for
environmental sustainability and digitalisation

Economic opportunities in rural areas, incl. for young
farmers

Valorisation of cultural heritage & traditions

Access to mobility programmes (e.g. Erasmus+,
European Solidarity Corps, Marie Skłodowska-Curie

Actions)

Top Sub-Topics of Concern

Building Europe with

Local Councillors
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• Get in touch with your closest Europe Direct center for the 
organisation of events, request for speakers, etc.

• Contact your country Communication Manager to 
discuss opportunities to showcase your communication 
actions and best practices.

• Make use of the communication materials available on 
Futurium and the BELC visuals available on the BELC website

• Contact your National Facilitator for any administrative 
changes in your status or additional support

So, how to make the most of your membership
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Membership process- what ‘s new 

• One unique application process - application form +  signed declaration by the local authority and the 

appointed member

• Elegibility - Regional and local elected politicians with active political mandate

• Info on political affilitation

The EU local Councillors network
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October- December 2024 – transition- testing phase

Early 2025 – full deployment of the joint network

The EU local Councillors network

End 2024/early 2025

New EC mandate starting

Beginning 2025

New CoR mandate 

starting

Timeline



Thank You
EU Local Councillors

A network of EU local councillors, working together to communicate on EU issues

Contact: info@eu-councillors.eu
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